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brilliant commander at work. He had passed and
repassed through their country-side, and there had
been no depredations. There had been no com-
mandeering of cattle or supplies, and the Marshal's
men had not been accorded a looting licence.
From the comparative security of Khost, Nadir
Shah dispatched letters to the principal tribes, in-
forming them that he had returned to Afghanistan
with the express purpose of restoring law and order
to a troubled land and of giving the brigand king
his conge. He exhorted the tribes to lay aside their
petty personal jealousies, and to combine in a great
national movement for the resurrection of Afghanistan
from the ruins.
That appeal was issued on the first day of Id. On
the second the first batch of one thousand men
marched in, to be followed on succeeding days by
others. Gradually the diverse groups grew into a
formidable lashkar, and then, for a moment, all
appeared lost. The lashkar split. Old tribal jealousies
had come uppermost, and the tribesmen were on the
point of exterminating each other, instead of the
Bacha and his bandits.
The Marshal went among the disputants and
succeeded, in the last split second, in inducing the
contesting chieftains to take a solemn oath to co-
operate with each other and to bury tribal anti-
pathies. More tribes came in, and the time came
to hold a jirgah at which, after considerable dis-
cussion, the tribal elders demanded that before
leaving Khost, Nadir Shah should accept their
allegiance, and give an assurance that in the event